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February 11, 2016 

Dear Home and Specialty Infusion Professional: 

The National Home Infusion Association (NHIA) is leading the battle for a modification to 
Medicare that will enable beneficiaries to have access to infusion therapy in their homes 
and not just in doctors' offices, hospitals, and other institutional settings. While Medicare 
does pay for infusion drugs, it does not cover the medically necessary services, supplies, 
and equipment required to deliver home infusion therapy.  Medicare's failure to provide 
coverage for home infusion therapy contradicts one of the primary objectives of our health 
care system today: to enable patients to receive more care at home and reduce 
dependence on, and the costs of, hospitals and other institutional care settings. As we all 
work to improve patient outcomes, your help is needed to bring about this critical and 
overdue change in Medicare. 

NHIA continues to dedicate considerable resources into lobbying Congress and the Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) to promote the value of home infusion therapy so 
that lawmakers will act to change the Medicare program. As a result of its efforts, the 
Association has gained bipartisan support for proposed legislation, the Medicare Home 
Infusion Site of Care Act, in both the Senate and House. At the same time, we are working 
with patient advocacy groups and coordinating with other key stakeholders so there is a 
united front forcefully delivering our message to Capitol Hill. Last year, more than ever 
before, we made significant progress in advancing the legislation. 

Looking ahead, 2016 is a critical year. With national elections consuming the public agenda 
in the second half of the year, there is a six-month opportunity to make an all-out 
legislative push for final enactment of the Medicare Home Infusion Site of Care Act. 

In addition to playing offense on the legislation, NHIA is defending against changes that 
could occur with respect to drug reimbursement under the Medicare Part B Durable Medical 
Equipment (DME) benefit. There is a real danger that the savings gained from a change to 
the Average Sales Price (ASP) reimbursement methodology could be incorporated into 
Medicare legislation other than the Medicare Home Infusion Site of Care Act and be 
directed to pay for another program that will not benefit home infusion therapy patients. 
NHIA has long contended that any change to DME drug pricing must be considered in 
conjunction with a payment structure for home infusion services, which is proposed by 
the Medicare Home Infusion Site of Care Act. 

Facing both real opportunity and a distinct threat on Capitol Hill, NHIA has hired a lobbying 
firm to add significant capabilities to the Association's current in-house staff and legal 
counsel. With a reinforced lobbying team, NHIA is now in the best position possible to drive 
the home infusion community's succinct message: Medicare must provide coverage for 
home infusion therapy and reimburse for the related services, supplies, and equipment. 
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Together with the ongoing work from our analytics firm, Avalere, which has produced 
important cost-benefit information to make our case, the new government affairs resource 
will cost NHIA an additional $300,000 or more, over our current budget. Simply stated, this 
added lobbying expense represents a serious financial challenge for the Association. Our 
2016 budget is largely based on dues revenue and income from our Annual Conference & 
Exposition. However, those sources of revenue don't vary significantly year-to-year, and 
certainly will not expand on a scale where NHIA can comfortably absorb an additional 
$300,000 in lobbying expenditures. But, we want to be clear:  The additional resource is 
critical to advancing our legislation. NHIA is committed to the effort on Capitol Hill and as 
such, we have already made the necessary investment. 

Today, we are asking you to consider making a contribution to NHIA in support of the 
accelerated legislative battle now underway. A contribution by you or your company will 
enable the Association to sustain the resource-intensive push required to advance the 
Medicare Home Infusion Site of Care Act. Whether you are a provider of home infusion 
therapy, or a supplier to the field, you have a keen interest in making sure Medicare 
beneficiaries can receive infusion therapy in the home setting. 

Your donation will be well-spent on the timely effort to make this critical change to 
Medicare. As you consider your contribution, see the donation form for payment 
information and other details. NHIA will recognize our donors* in our print and online 
publications (Infusion Express and INFUSION Magazine) and at our 2016 and 2017 Annual 
Conference and Exposition. 

The time in Washington has never been better to achieve final enactment of the Medicare 
Home Infusion Site of Care Act. Your support will help us drive the legislation through 
Congress and onto the President's desk for final approval. Working together, the home and 
specialty infusion community can make Medicare coverage a reality in 2016. Thank you for 
your consideration. 

Sincerely,    

Danette Frauenholtz 
Board Chair, National Home Infusion 
Association 
Executive Director, University of Iowa 
Community HomeCare

Tyler J. Wilson 
President & CEO 
National Home Infusion Association 

*You or your company may also request anonymity in making your contribution.

http://www.nhia.org/nhif/documents/NHIF_ContributionForm.pdf

